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WA VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES ASSOCIATION — EASTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

303. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

I refer to the WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association Easter Championships, which will be held at 
North Fremantle this weekend. 

(1) Is the minister aware that the organisers of this annual event now face onerous red tape as a result of 
bureaucrats’ attempts to turn this age-old traditional sporting demonstration into a sanitised workplace 
display? 

(2) Is the minister also aware that the future of these exciting sporting demonstrations, which are held 
across the state, is in jeopardy as a result of bureaucratic interference? 

(3) Will the minister resolve those problems by recognising the firefighters’ games as a sporting 
competition that provides an important training ground for young would-be volunteers and career 
firefighters and rescue workers?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)-(3) I thank the member for the question. Yes, I am aware of the event this Saturday; in fact, I will be there 
to open it at half past eight-nine o’clock on Saturday morning. This is a great event. I think it is now 
106 years since these games were first carried on. They are held in North Fremantle, as the member 
knows. I am not aware of the problems that the member has raised today in relation to bureaucrats 
interfering with the normal running of these games. Perhaps the member would like to let me know.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’d better find out what is going on! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Right! I will do! I will do it straightaway! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re a bit slow!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The problem I have is that I just do not know whether it is because the member for 
Girrawheen has had another dream—she may have had another dream last night—so I have to make sure I get an 
accurate account of what is happening. This government, including me as the Minister for Emergency Services, 
respects and acknowledges the tremendous work — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland! I think it is the member for Girrawheen’s question.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We never hear from the member for Midland with a question! She has gone to sleep! She 
is being very lazy, obviously. She just wants to interject. She does not want to ask a question. If the member asks 
me a question, I will answer it.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: If you can’t answer the question, sit down! You’re wasting everyone’s time!  

The SPEAKER: Order, member!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am trying to answer the question, obviously. I want to know whether there is any basis to 
the statements that the member for Girrawheen has made, because they are quite inflammatory, I believe. Is the 
member talking about the bureaucrats within the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia? 
Is the member identifying any particular bureaucrats? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So what we have is some unsubstantiated statements criticising bureaucrats within FESA. 
The member is not saying which one, or which ones, she is criticising. If the member for Girrawheen wants to 
make a criticism about one of our bureaucrats, she should state who that person is; and, if that person has done 
something wrong, I can certainly deal with that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Some people are very rude, but I am used to that. I have had 16 years of getting rude — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: —of getting very rude remarks from members opposite. They have told me to go back 
where I came from, and all that sort of stuff—some really nasty stuff. The former Premier gave us some very 
good advice.  
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Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is a racist comment in my view, but there we go. I am used to it.  

I will talk to “the bureaucracy” within FESA and I will find out whether there is any validity in the 
insinuations—because that is all they are—that the member for Girrawheen has put forward in this house today.  
 


